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Reasonable occupation taxes may be imposed on motor carriers and transportation agents without contravening the 
constitutional provisions as to equal protection. 


Courts have, under the Equal Protection Clause, upheld legislation providing for the licensing of, and the imposition of license 
fees or taxes on, motor carriers! as well as like legislation with respect to motor transportation agents? and have likewise held 
other legislation unconstitutional as denying the equal protection of the laws to such carriers? or agents. A statute taxing motor 
carriers may properly be confined to carriers of a particular class, such as carriers with fixed termini? or carriers doing an 


: : ; 6 
intercity business. 


For purposes of imposing different rates of taxation or creating exemptions, carriers may be subdivided into particular 


classes,’ such as those who operate wholly within a municipality,® private carriers operating within a specified distance from 
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their established place of business” or solely between points without railroad facilities and not passing through or beyond 
municipalities having such facilities,” taxicab drivers, |! farmers transporting their own products and supplies to and from 
market, 12 carriers of agricultural products !* or the like,'* or public carriers engaged in transporting school children, ! mail, 1o 


or newspapers. |’ However, an exemption of certain carriers from such a tax which lacks a rational basis, is arbitrary, or 


unreasonably discriminates violates the Equal Protection Clause. 18 


Subject to the general requirements of such a tax, the tax may be graduated; 19 and taxes graduated according to the gross earnings 


of the carrier, ? the number of miles traveled in the state,” | or the seating capacity of buses,” or the distance of hauls,” have 
been held not to contravene the constitutional provision. Statutory provisions for the suspension of licenses for the violation of 


highway regulations have been held not to violate the Equal Protection Clause.”4 
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